
  
Laws against tethering dogs are 'no-brainers' 
By Matthew Margolis 

Published: August 10, 2006  

California is considering a law (SB1578, Sen. Alan Lowenthal, D-CA) that would make it a crime to tether a dog for 
more than three hours a day to a fixed object. The violation would be a misdemeanor that would require fines of up 
to $1000 per dog and six months in jail. 

Other anti-tethering legislation is being considered elsewhere in the states of Maryland, New York and Pennsylvania. 
Communities throughout North America the United States are also considering laws that ban or limit chaining. They 
include: Chicago, Ill.; Danville, Va.; Bloomington, Ind.; Gainesville, Fla.; and Burnaby, B.C. British Columbia. Laws 
that limit or ban inhumane tethering have been passed in: Baker, La.; Creve Coeur, Mo.; Dodge City, Kan.; and 
Columbus, Ga., among others.  

Anti-chaining and anti-tethering laws are "no brainers" as far as I am concerned. The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention tell us that chained dogs are three times more likely to bite than nontethered dogs. Beyond that, how 
can anyone disagree that tethering is animal cruelty? I don't think a dog should be tethered for any reason, unless it 
is while being groomed or for a short period of time for the dog's protection in certain environments. If you can't 
provide an adequate environment for a dog, like a fence, kennel or dog run, then you should reconsider getting a 
dog.  

Tethering a dog has more negatives than positives. They often become frustrated, anti-social for the most part, and 
they develop compulsive behaviors like pacing and excessive barking. Dogs are territorial by nature, regardless of 
their temperament. Tethering increases territorial aggression. The dog is basically trapped without the ability to deal 
with the world around him or anything that he might perceive as a danger. So everything becomes a danger — 
including approaching animals or humans.  

There are those who oppose anti-tethering legislation, saying they have concerns about people who work or that 
tethering is not a cause of aggression. But chaining or tying up dogs does contribute to aggressive behavior, often 
with terrible consequences. Since the beginning of this year there have been many cases of the devastating mauling 
of children by chained dogs in the Carolinas, California, Iowa, Indiana, Ohio and no doubt others. Chained dogs 
have killed children in Oklahoma, Missouri and Virginia — all since the beginning of 2006. If you want to get a 
complete picture of why dogs should not be tethered, visit a website that promises to open your eyes about the 
cruelty and consequences of tethering dogs. Go to www.unchainyourdog.org.  

Of course, when there is an incident of a tethered dog that bites, those who do not understand dog behavior will 
blame the breed. Those who are in favor of allowing tethering will blame the aggression on other things like lack of 
socialization or the dog's temperament. Aggression is caused by a lot of things, and chaining or tethering dogs is the 
foul-tasting frosting on this bitter cake.  

So what are the restrictions imposed in California's SB1578? It would restrict tethering, yet allow dogs to be attached 
to running lines and pulleys. Dogs could also be restrained in parks and recreational areas for limited amounts of 
time. My question to legislators everywhere when it comes to anti-tethering laws: What are you waiting for?  

Don't forget to enter your dog in our cash-award contest before August 1. Submit a picture and a paragraph about 
"How Your Dog Has Changed Your Life." Rules and prizes are detailed on my website, and there is a handy online 
entry form that lets you publish your own submission. Visit my online magazine, The Woof Gazette, at 
www.unclematty.com.  

Woof!  

Dog trainer Matthew "Uncle Matty" Margolis is co-author of 18 books about dogs, a behaviorist, a popular radio and 
television guest, and host of the PBS series "WOOF! It's a Dog's Life!" Send your questions to 
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dearuncle.gazette@unclematty.com or by mail to Uncle Matty at P.O. Box 3300, Diamond Springs, CA 95619. © 
Creators Syndicate Inc.  

© 2006 Deseret News Publishing Company | All rights reserved  
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State Law Limiting Dog Chaining Modeled on L.A. 
Ordinance 
Los Angeles Times 
 September 27, 2006 

SACRAMENTO -- Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger signed a bill today 
outlawing the chaining of dogs for more than three hours a day, saying the 
new law will help prevent dog attacks. 

Animal rights groups sponsored the bill, arguing that chained dogs often 
don't get adequate food, water or medical attention and are more likely to 
bite people because they are not socialized and cannot flee perceived 
threats. 

The governor's signature makes California the second state, after 
Connecticut, to limit dog tethering. The new law is modeled after a city of 
Los Angeles ordinance. 

"This bill helps protect dogs from cruelty," said Schwarzenegger in a 
statement, "and enhances public safety by preventing aggressive animal 
behavior that can result from inhumane tethering." 

The governor, the owner of two dogs, signed the bill despite the opposition 
of policy advisors who called it unnecessary. 

The legislation, SB 1578 by Sen. Alan Lowenthal (D-Long Beach), takes 
effect in January. It makes it a misdemeanor — punishable by a fine of 
$1,000 or six months in jail — to tie, chain or tether a dog for more than 
three hours a day. The law makes exceptions for dogs tied to running lines 
and pulley systems, used for hunting or herding sheep or cattle and those 
staying in campgrounds. 

Roughly 80 cities or counties in the U.S. have passed similar ordinances, 
including Los Angeles. 

The Los Angeles ordinance is more strict than the new state law. It allows 
no exception for running lines or pulley systems, said Ed Boks, general 
manager of the city's Department of Animal Services. 
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"We have found in Los Angeles that dogs are three times more likely to be 
involved in a biting situation if they are tethered," he said. 

Roughly half of all children are bitten by dogs by the age of 12, said Boks. 

"This is a real tool for animal care and control officers," he said. "It's a real 
tool, too, in helping people understand the value of their own pets. A 
tethered pet typically doesn't get the love and attention of a household pet." 

Pam Runquist, a spokeswoman for California Animal Assn., the coalition 
of 15 animal rights groups that sponsored the bill, said she understood that 
some families might not be able to afford a fence so an exception was 
made for dogs on a running line or pulley system. 

Such methods of confinement are not ideal, she said, but allow a dog more 
movement than chaining. 

"This is really a precedent-setting measure, in that we are banning 
[tethering] for other than short periods of times and demonstrating that 
California really cares about the treatment of our dogs," said Runquist. 
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Bylaw additions protect dogs 

By SARAH ARTIS 

Aug 15 2007 

AS A RESULT of one woman speaking out against cruel treatment 
of dogs, the city has adjusted its laws to demand better care for 
the animals.  

Terrace’s animal control bylaw now bans owners from tethering 
dogs, meaning tying or chaining them to a stationery object or 
running line, for more than an hour.  

Moreso, owners are now required by law to provide the most 
basic adequate care for their dogs including clean water and 
food, exercise, adequate housing and medical attention.  

Terrace resident Donna Rivet, who presented 23 pages of her 
own research on why dogs need proper care and how to provide 
it to city council March 26, is exhilarated with the changes.  

“Excellent,” she said repeatedly when told the news. “Excellent. 
They did really good.” “I think that makes Terrace a better place 
to be,” she added.  

Rivet initially approached council because she was concerned 
about dogs left tethered and alone for hours on end.  

Her neighbour’s dog suffered like this and barked constantly THANKS to the efforts of one woman, the animal 
control bylaw has been altered to ensure dogs have 
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because, as she put it, he was lonely and bored.  

She considered this a matter of animal cruelty, public safety, public nuisance, public expense, public health and 
lawlessness.  

Research shows dogs that are ignored and kept tied up are more likely to lash out, bite and bark.  

City animal control officer Tammy McLean said the city had considered changing the bylaw before but never had 
the evidence to back it up.  

Once Rivet demanded action, however, McLean did more research on other municipalities’ legislation and went 
from there.  

“It made sense,” McLean said.  

Terrace’s new laws are heavily based on those of the City of Burnaby in the Lower Mainland.  

At this time, the city has no plans to increase staff for enforcement.  

“It’s going to be more of an education program,” McLean said. “People thought for a long time it was a good 
thing to tie up your dog. Now we have to readjust their thinking, get them on the same page.”  

The city plans to produce a brochure with care tips and leave it at houses that are the basis of complaints.  

“We are hoping with (the new laws), we will be able to calm the majority of barking complaints we get,” she 
said.  

Rivet added, “Even if you don’t have the manpower to reinforce everything, the expectation is there.”  

“This is the minimum standard to keep an animal,” she said. “Just the fact that it exists teaches a minimum 
standard of care. A lot of people don’t know better.”  

Other changes to the animal control bylaw include the addition of a $10 fee to recover impounded cats and 
other small animals such as rabbits and guinea pigs, and small updates to do with livestock allowances.  

Some property were considered big enough to now have large livestock, McLean said.  

The city also plans to post four new brightly coloured signs on Ferry Island that clearly indicate on- and off-
leash areas.  

McLean said dogs were the focus of the changes because the city dealt with them the most.  

healthy, happy lives. SARAH ARTIS PHOTO 
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Virginia News 
Richmond may limit chain time for pets 
By Tara Morgan, NBC12 News 
Richmond leaders are considering a new measure that would limit the amount of time a pet may be 
chained up. The proposed anti-chaining law, if passed, would allow pet owners to keep their dog chained 
for one hour a day. 
 
Animal experts say chaining dogs for long periods can lead to aggressive behavior or even death. 
 
Until recently, five-year-old Memphis was on the verge of death. The pit bull mix was found chained 
outside a Richmond home, unattended and in grave condition. 
 
Memphis isn’t the only rescued dog on the mend at Richmond Animal Care and Control. 
 
One lab mix had an embedded collar surgically removed from its neck after being left chained up so long.
 
“On average we see anywhere from two to four severe cruelty cases a month, and those can be 
something as mild as an animal being left in the yard unattended and can be as severe as the case like 
Memphis,” said Jody Jones. 
 
Councilman Doug Conner’s proposed law would make it illegal to chain or tether a dog for more than one 
hour in a 24-hour period. Dog owners would also be required to give their pets adequate space to live. 
 
“We’re not looking for people that abuse that for 20 or 30 minutes,” Conner said. “We’re looking for the 
person who leaves dogs in the yard constantly and becomes an aggressive situation.” 
 
At Richmond’s Barker Field, dog owners say man’s best friend should be treated as a pet and not a 
possession. 
 
“It’s ridiculous for anyone to leave their dog outside,” said Lindsay Fisher. “Even three hours would be 
pushing it for me to have to think about my dog sitting outside barking at everything he can’t get to ‘cause 
he’s chained up somewhere.” 
 
Richmond’s proposal is modeled after tether laws in Norfolk and Virginia Beach, where residents can’t 
chain their dogs for more than three hours at a time. Richmond City Council will likely vote on the proposal 
in late September. 
 
(c) 2007. WWBT, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 
redistributed. 

Story Created: Jul 24, 2007 at 8:16 AM EDT 
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live their lives outside have usually not been immunized, they have no protection against rabies or other 
preventable diseases. 

A chained dog can't escape if it's being hurt by people. Some kids will tease, torment, and bully a 
chained dog. Misguided kids who think violence is cool may intentionally hurt a helpless dog while trying to 
impress other kids. Sleepless, angry neighbors, annoyed by constant barking and howling, might decide to 
eliminate the source of their frustration. 

Although a chained dog cannot attack a would be criminal, it could be a real danger to a small child who 
wanders into it's territory. Dogs eventually become anxious, agitated, even territorial and aggressive when 
they are constantly chained and alone. According to "Dogs Deserve Better", a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to freeing the chained dog, "Chaining is not only inhumane for dogs, but has taken a severe toll 
on this nation’s children as well. In the period from October 2003 through December 2005, there were at 
least 62 children killed or seriously injured by chained dogs across the country." 

Many chained dogs live outside through pouring rain, frightening thunder storms, oppressive sun, heat 
and biting insects in summer. Chained dogs frequently spill their water, leaving them with nothing to drink 
for hours. Hot summer weather can be fatal to dogs without shade and not enough water. They may not 
have access to a warm, dry shelter in winter. Chained dogs endure bitter cold, ice and snow in winter, often 
without drinking water, since that's frozen. They may even suffer from frostbite. 

Chained dogs who are not spayed or neutered can mate with any roaming dog, increasing the number 
of unwanted dogs and adding to the problem of overcrowded shelters and dogs who must be euthanized 
because there's no one to love and care for them. (Spaying or neutering greatly increases a dog's health 
and quality of life as well.) 

When dogs' constantly pull and strain to escape confinement, depending on the type of collar they're 
wearing or how the collar fits, their necks can become painfully raw and covered with open sores. Their 
collars can become deeply embedded in their necks. 

A dog's chain can become entangled with tree branches, shrubs, or other objects and the dog can 
strangle to death. Chained dogs have also been accidentally hanged to death when they tried to jump over 
a nearby wall, fence or other structure. 

Chained dogs are easy prey for thieves looking for animals they can sell to research labs or to the 
vermin who buy bait animals for dog fights. 

Although in most localities it's still legal to chain a dog, as long as it has access to food, water and 
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adequate shelter, there is a nationwide trend of laws being passed to improve the quality of life of "outside" 
dogs. These laws either prohibit dog chaining or set a limit to the number of hours per day that a dog may 
be chained. Last January, the city council in Virginia Beach, Virginia, for example, made it illegal to tether 
dogs for more than three hours. In Cape May County, New Jersey, several municipalities have introduced 
ordinances regulating the outdoor chaining of dogs. "Joe's Law" is dedicated to a Boxer who froze to death 
after being left chained in a yard for several cold winter days. Many other governing bodies have also 
included tethering or chaining provisions in animal protection ordinances. See Current Legislation on 
Tethering Dogs to read which communities have now banned or limited tethering or chaining.  

Taking a dog for frequent walks on a leash or having a securely fenced yard are the best alternatives to 
tethering a dog.  

If a fenced yard is impractical or unaffordable, a rectangular kennel enclosure or a fenced area where the 
dog can spend short periods of time a few times a day is a humane solution. For doggy escape artists, you 
might have to bury part of the fence underground, and have a roof or fence across the top of the run as 
well.  

There are also ways to humanely tether a dog when necessary. For elderly dog owners who have no 
fenced yard and are unable to walk their pets, when the weather makes walking dangerous for anyone, or 
for any dog who must be kept on a tether or chain for short periods of time, attaching a tether to an 
overhead line or pulley run is preferable to tethering a dog to a stationary object. The dog should not be 
able to reach trees, outdoor furniture, or other objects the tether could become entangled with. The dog's 
collar should fit properly and be comfortable. Restraints should be long enough to allow the dog to move 
about, sit, and lie down comfortably. Never fasten a chain or tether to a choke collar or prong type collar.  

Invisible, underground electronic fence or electronic training collars are another means of keeping a dog 
within the boundaries of your yard. This is sometimes a controversial subject but it's one solution that 
works well for many dog owners. It can be a practical solution when a real fence is not possible. When 
used properly, most dogs will never need to be corrected after the first few times. Knowing that they are 
wearing their correction collar will be the only reminder they'll need. Since electronic boundaries will not 
keep people and unrestrained animals from entering your yard, watchful supervision is always necessary 
with this method of restraint.  

Take the time to properly house train and socialize your dog. Let your dog be a happy part of your family. 
The love you give will be returned ten fold.  
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