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DOGS DESERVE BETTER FOUNDER TOP TEN FINALIST  
FOR ANIMAL PLANET HERO OF THE YEAR AWARD

Tammy Grimes Nominated for "Changing the Lives of Many Animals and Families" 
through her Efforts for the Nation's Chained/Penned Dogs

Altoona, PA—Tammy Grimes, founder of Dogs Deserve Better, has been chosen as a Top Ten Finalist in 
the Animal Planet Hero of the Year Contest. The winning nomination came from Autumn Temple of 
Altoona, PA, a Dogs Deserve Better supporter and local hero in her own right through her work with the 
area's families and children. 

Autumn's winning nomination states, "Tammy dedicates so many hours to Dogs Deserve Better that this 
organization is her life. Dogs Deserve Better pays for fencing for those who want to unchain their animals 
and allow them freedom. Tammy is also a perpetual foster mom to unwanted dogs, until she can find 
them a home. Tammy’s home should be considered the dogs’ home as she has installed a number of doggy 
doors, and has fenced the yard. Her home is very much the place for animals. 

From July 1 - July 15, Tammy successfully held Dogs Deserve Better’s first annual “Chain Off Contest” to 
raise awareness for chained dogs. Eleven contestants were chained to doghouses and the one who lasted 
the longest won a new Chevy Aveo. As a result of the contest, the runner-up of the contest immediately 
went home and unchained his dog. Dogs Deserves Better is now working with the dog and its guardian 
to create an animal-friendly environment. Tammy Grimes has inspired so many others that she now has 
Dogs Deserve Better representatives in 37 states, plus Puerto Rico and Canada. Tammy also involves youth 
in the advocacy of animals as junior representatives for the organization. Tammy’s efforts have changed 
the lives of many animals and families."

If Grimes wins, Dogs Deserve Better will receive a $10,000 donation to further it's efforts for chained and 
penned dogs. To vote, go to http://animal.discovery.com/convergence/hero_of_the_year/poll/poll.html.

Dogs Deserve Better is a 501c3 nonprofit organization headquartered in Tipton, Pennsylvania, is the 2003 
First Place Winner of the ASPCA Pet Protector Award, and currently has 150 area reps in 37 states as well 
as in Canada and Australia.


